AGN1  PURANAM.	6$
In tne*interval an 'emissarry despatched by the celestials came to
Rrishna and said to him in private:—"I am sent to thee, O lord, by
the celestials ; and do thou hear what Indra together with the Viswas
Maruts, Adityas, Sadhyas and Rudras respectfully represent. More
than a century has gone by since thou in compliance with the request of .
the celestials, descended upon earth for the purpose of relieving it of its
load. The demons have been destroyed and the burden of earth has
been removed; now let the immortals once again see their king in
heaven. More than a hundred years have passed, and if thou dost wish
do thou return to heaven This is the prayer of the celestials* And
if this be not thy will, do thou remain here as long as it may be desirable
to thy dependants." Whereto Krishna replied, "I am well aware of all
thou hast said. The earth is not relieved of her load until the Yadavas
are extirpated. 1 shall also speedily bring it about in my descent, and
it shall take place in seven nights. Having restored the land of
Dwaraka to the ocean and destroyed the race of Yadu, I shall proceed to
the region of the celestials. Inform the celestials that having renounced
my mortal frame and been accompanied by Sankarshana, I will then
return^to them. The tyrants that oppressed the earth, Jarasandha and
the rest, have been slain and a youth even of the race of Yadu is so
less than they an incumbrance. Having removed this huge weight of
the earth, I will proceed to the mansions of the celestials. Sav this to
them.11
parasara said :—O Maitreya, being thus addressed by Vasudeva,
the messenger of the celestials bowed and took his heavenly course to
the king of the deities. The illustrious Krishna too now espied signs
and portents both on earth and in heaven prognosticating day and night
the destruction of Dwaraka. Beholding those evil omens, he said to the
Yadavas; "Behold these Dreadful portents; let us hasten to Prabhasa
to avert them." When he had thus said to the eminent Yadavas, the
illustrious Uddhaba saluted and said to him : "Tell me, O lord, what
is proper that I should do, for it seems to me that thou wilt destroy
all this race* The signs that are manifest declare nothing less than
the annihilation of the race. "Thereupon Krishna replied :—"Do thou
by my favour proceed, by this celestial course, to the holy place
Badrikasrama in the Gandhamadana mountain, the shrine of Nara
Narayana ; and on that spot sanctified by them, thou, meditating upon
me, shalt obtain perfection through my favour. Having extirpated this
Yadu race, I shall proceed to Vaikuntha ; and after I have quitted
Dwaraka, the ocean shall inundate it.'1
par*sara said :—Being thus addressed by him and commanded by

